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 A black rhino feeds under the protection of the Gonarezhou Conservation Trust
(GCT) in Zimbabwe before being released into the wild (first RRF project with GCT).

(c) Markus Hofmeyr

The Gonarezhou Conservation Trust,
working alongside government and
private partners, is implementing a
white rhino reintroduction program in
Gonarezhou National Park, building on
the success of the 2021 black rhino
introduction. With the Rhino Recovery
Fund's support, the Trust aims to
establish a sustainable population,
alleviating pressure on existing groups
and boosting the management of
smaller rhino populations
interconnected throughout Zimbabwe.
This ambitious project seeks to restore a
species that faced local extinction in
Gonarezhou 31 years ago.

Gonarezhou National Park
White Rhino Reintroduction &
Meta-population Management
Frankfurt Zoological Society
Zimbabwe

The Rhino Recovery Fund (RRF)
supported the Frankfurt Zoological
Society in enhancing conservation
efforts around Zambia's sole black
rhino population. As black rhinos face
an extremely high risk of extinction in
the wild, and even went locally extinct
in Zambia in the 1990s, this project
aims to secure the rhino population
that was reintroduced to the area in
the 2000s and maintain a "zero-
poached" status. The RRF backs the
North Luangwa Conservation
Program, a partnership implementing
an integrated landscape approach
with multiple stakeholders to protect
these critically endangered rhinos.

Black Rhino Landscape
Conservation
Frankfurt Zoological Society
Zambia

Over the last decade, around 8,900
African rhinos have been lost to
poaching and are still being poached
at a high rate. Care for Wild has multi-
disciplinary teams involved in the
rescue and rehabilitation of rhinos
orphaned by poaching. The RRF
provided emergency funding to
expand Care for Wild’s reserve into a
4,570 acre protected area with a six-
member Anti-Poaching Unit. This
expansion has allowed the first crash
of rhinos to be released into the newly
protected area and provide additional
secured land for black rhino habitat.
The reserve is co-owned by
communities, provincial conservation
agencies, and private landowners.

Barberton Nature Reserve
Security Expansion
Care for Wild
South Africa

A conservationist cares for an orphaned calf in the Barberton Nature Reserve. (c) Care for Wild



The Rhino Recovery Fund (RRF)
provided support to the Leuser
Conservation Forum (FKL) to protect
Sumatran rhinos in Indonesia’s Leuser
Ecosystem. Despite maintaining zero
poaching since 1992, Sumatran rhinos
remain Critically Endangered, with less
than 50 individuals left in the wild. The
Leuser Ecosystem houses the largest,
possibly only, viable wild population,
making it crucial for the species'
survival. The RRF is supporting FKL in
expanding their ranger program,
monitoring biodiversity, reforesting
degraded areas, and educating local
communities. This work aims to
increase the Sumatran rhino
population, restore ecosystem health,
and foster long-term stewardship
among local residents to ensure the
species' future in its last stronghold.

Protecting Wild Sumatran
Rhinos in West Leuser
Leuser Conservation Forum
Indonesia

A patrol team winds their way through the Leuser Ecosystem by river. (c) Leuser Conservation Forum

A greater one-horned rhino bathing in the river in Chitwan National Park, Nepal. (c) Catalin Grigoriu

The Rhino Recovery Fund is
supporting Nepal's efforts to recover
its greater one-horned rhino
population from the brink of
extinction. With the latest census
recording just over 750 rhinos, of
which 90% are concentrated in and
around Chitwan National Park, this
project aims to assess current
safeguard measures for both the
rhinos and their habitat. The work
includes evaluating the environmental
impacts of regional development plans
and assisting local authorities and
communities in enhancing
coexistence with rhinos to ensure
sustainable outcomes.

Safeguarding Greater One-
Horned Rhinos and their Habitat
Greenhood Nepal
Nepal
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